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Abstract. The famous triumvirat of the three mathematicians Adolf Hurwitz,

Herman Minkowski and David Hilbert can be considered as extraordinarily effi-

cient and productive. The lectures will be based on their correpondence [1] and

some entries of Hurwitz’s not yet edited mathematical diaries [2]. On behalf of

this unique example the paradigm shift in mathematics, and in particular on

number theory, at the turn of the century will be worked out.
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